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1 . [3 This communication is responsive to 3/29/05. 

2. % The allowed claim(s) is/are W-19 t ?1 -33,35-54,56 and 57. 

3. E The drawings filed on m September 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. B Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) El All b)D Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. B Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage ap P l,cat,on from the 
. International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Aoolicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to fi.e a reply complying with the requirements 
S below* JaTufe to Smely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of th» apphcrton. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

<n □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b, □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



□ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

□ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

I3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

M Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

□ Other . 

DERRIS H. BANKS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
The amendment filed on March 29, 2005 is sufficient to overcome the prior art reference. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An exammer's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may t» filed as provided by 37 CFR 
, .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with the 

Attorney, Steve Saunders on April 25, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

. " lran spor, means" has been replaced with -means for transport- in the following: 
Cm. 16, line 5, 7, 8. clm.17, hne 2, Cm. 22, hues 2, 3; Cm. 24, hue 2, Cm. 26, lines 4, 6, 
1, Cm. 30, hues 5, 7, 1 U elm. 3,, line 2, Cm. 39, lines 2, 3; Cm. 41, hne 2, Cm. 42, hne 

2 

. "chipping means" has been replace with -means for chipping- in the following: 
Cm. 16, hne 6, Cm. 17, line 3; Cm 21, lines 2, 3, Cm. 22, hues 3, 4; Cm. 24, line 3; cha 
26, line 5; elm. 30, lines 6, 8, Cm. 31, line 3; elm. 39, lines 3-4; Cm. 41, lines 3, 4 
. "conveyor means' 'has been replaced with -means for conveying- in the following: 
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eta. 16, lines 8, 10; elm. 26, lines 7, 9-11; elm. 27, lines 2, 3; elm. 28, line 2, elm. 29, 
line 3; dm. 30, hue 12, 13; eta. 35, lines 2, 3; eta 36, lines 2, 3; eta. 37, line 2; elm. 38, 
line 3 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16-19, 21-33, 35-54, 56 and 57 allowed. 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The prior art of 
reeord does no, diselose a nee harvesting apparatus or method comprising a first and second 
opposed means for conveying each provided with laterally extending fingers in combinatton with 
the res. of the claimed limitations as set forth in claims 16, 26, 30, 45 and 51 

The prior art reference, Carlsson discloses a tree harvesting apparatus adapted for 
mounting on a vehicle to effect continuous tree harvesting, said apparatus compnsrng a 
sawing/eutting means for cuttingatree near ground level (15,17), atranspott means (15) 
adjacent sard saw for gripping a tree cu, by the saw/cutting means and transporting the tree to 
and droppingffigDsaidcuttreernachippingmeansC^loeated a, an end of the transport 

means (Examiner notes the tree ,s vertically gu.ded from above, i.e. dropped into a chipper 9) 
drstant the saw/cutting means for chipptngthe tree; wherein ,n use when said tree harvests 

apparatus is mounted on the vehicle sard vehrele driven along a row of trees can continuously 
eu, chip said trees. Carlsson does no. diselose or fairly suggest first and secondopposedmeans 

forconveyinghavinglateranyextendingfingersAccordrnglyCarlssonneitheranticipates 

renders obvious the claimed invention. 
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Neither the prior art references of record, nor any combination thereof discloses the 
claimed invention as set forth in claims 16, 26, 30, 45 and 51. Accordingly the claims are 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelley Self whose telephone number is (571) 272-4524. The 
examiner can normally be reached Mon-Fri from 8:30am to 5:00pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's Supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached 
at (57 1) 272-44 1 9. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular and After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIE or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http-// ra ir-Hirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR systerA contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) , 



SSelf 
April 25, 2005 



